Harold Weiuberg 
Ht. 8, Frederick, 
12/6/73 


21701 


Dear Hr. Eothseliald, 

Chunks for your letter of the 3rd. 1 look forward to hearing from Hr. Sherrill 
whoa he lias coeipleted las manuscript. Should you eit any time before; then want an 
independent judgement of what X have been working on, in terns of your specific 
interests as weall as in toto, which 1 think you may in tine come to see ‘could also 
interest you as much if not more, a young friend of hud's and mine is working on 
this aspect with me. lie as Jin Lesar, 1251 4 St. , £&', 1' arddngton , d.G. 20024 s 202/ 
484-6023. Jiiii i s a lawyer. 

There is now nothing that can be done about it, but today is the day by which 
something should have been done. I an apprehensive tliat today may aloe be the beginning 
of a new ora in our country. 

Looldaig baekweml, I regret very much that I was so preoccupied with what I have 
oeen. working on tliat X did not have time to think tilings through before you plionoci. 
had I, I would have realized that what happened to Justice Fortas interested me at the 
tine it happened and it is included, in a fox’d I no longer remember clearly, in a 
I960 book I could not get printed. Tliis is to say a book X wrote in I960 and then 
added to during the early days of the Hixon administration. Later I was able to get 
part of it published as The original work is titled Coun d'Htat . X look 

back, on it not without some pride because the part that never got into print pretty 
accurately forecast what lias come to pass® Passage? written years in advance of the 
testimony b&fore tlie nrvin committee read like tliat testimony. X saw what X termed an 
iuaeriform coup d'etat taking place and the assault on Justice Fortas as part of it. 

j.rom das a know X have a rudimentary file on those events. However, I am certain 
there is much more available find at some time X v/ould vault to go over a i' air ly full file, 
if ii has boon conected. Micro is a good probability tirnt tliere will be duplications of 
naioos mid that these c^l lead to f/d:rly substantial! evidence* * 

If Hud told you anything at all about me, he probetbly said X try to bo honest and 
struigh orwnrd , even when 1 know it can be against my interest. Thfcs I told you that 
i would expect secret evidence to have been memory-holed by now but that public materials 
could noc lx;. Two of i<r. Sherrill's books X have reflect Ids understanding of what can 

00 done with toe proper assembling of tlie non-secret, so I tidnk he will understand tliis. 

1 now tidnk tliat a thorough r/mnacking of the non-secret should tie tlie past to the 
watergating present. Several clear; connections arc beginning to omerf-rs in Jin' a tracing 
of none of ray newer evidence, hot load* evidence, proofs. 

dne or the problems with ay work has been a lack of resources. In what I am now 
working on tliat r tidnk will interest you X liave some checking to do in iiexxeo City. 

Jim my be able to do enough In Washington, from wliat^ available there, and lie is 
going to try to find time for it beginning today, but it is also possible tliat there 
Will have GO be chocking down there. This is a matter of extreme delicacy. Ho, I ask 
if you have a tlioroughly dependabl person there who can be trusted to do what is easv, 
mas simple chocking, and what is not easy, remain silent about it. 

i • it a '" 5X *7 ‘ l * ’ !i oc ^ \ aGt, f in alx ol tide tliat may interest you, perhaps as a novelist 

r ® il ; 3 * * * * ^® 8 f strange twist. Let me preface tlds by tolling you that I know both Fortieses 

sliglitly in me past. They nay not remember me. Carol was a yosrng lawyer with tin; Labor 

board who soimdines helped the Senate committee for wldch I worked back in the 50s. (and 

liice izy vale, Tie then wore lisle stocking in anti-e'apanese protest.) As a lawyer, tlie 

justice .^presented mo anci others when we were the victims of the kind of tiling that 

uoi oa_ I£U«. alter he returned to private practise I tried without success to interest 

idia in my work, lie did not find tin,: to discuss it with me so he never had the ehahco 


«Jira p when you give this to Bud, please tell him about the YAP pattern you also have observed. 
1 have seen collecting a file on this so I Has looking for it and 1 tliink X have more than 
you have indicated, they permeate, they and their older mentors and associates. 


to loom whether r not it coulu really have interested liia. 

Because I do tliink vre shore interests, I also tliink there is wore you should know 
about mo. 

1 am not what is generally understood us on investigator and in OSS 1 was not a 
spook. Bud will tell you that X have never gone out to get any tiling for liim without 
coming back with as much as he expected or more. Kc will remember tlrtti none of tni.s, 
no matter how farout it may have soexiod, hits not stacked up. Right now he has such a 
case, when it was the word of some of the rsost disreputable against that of one of the 
country's boat-known and most successful lawyers, vfluit I gave lidUa was more than enough 
for him to file in court ana he did file it. Because 1 am financially immobile it took 
two years to get added corrolioration, but the man who liacl it, when he cone to Washington 
t /o weeks tap, brought it with lixm. Jim. lias it, is going over those contemporaneous 
records, and tells mo they are confirmatory and in point. Jim will remember corn? of tht;se 
cases tluin Bud. Partly from my experiences, )x<rtly from the overview and general theories 
from which 1 work, X often see wliat the law— ti*ainod mind does not. The experiences tiiat 
have been most helpful are those investigating for the Senate, those of an investigative 
reporter, and perl laps roost of -ill, those us un analyst in intoiiigenee. file closest X 
ever ervoe to being a spook was to give ini'oraation to British intelligence before A ‘earl 
ilattbor, whtsu I did what 1 believe remains the definitive work on ilassL cartels. ( X did 
predict Pearl harbor and all the Japanese then and later did. It was published loss than 
throe months before that attack.) Tlie reputation X built in intelligence caused ail sorts 
of jobs others could not do to be bounced to me, from ail the branches, even the White 
House when others haa failed. In no case did X have to go to other than existing sources 
to get wliat wan needed. The job tiiat awaited me, based on my inve£itigativr>-reporting 
reputation, when ray security was cleared, comes to mind as on illustration, partly 
because of a pleasing reminder of it more th?in BO years later when 1 was trying to gat my 
first book publisluid. Four of our men who iiad volunteered for a beliind-the lines drop 
had been convicted of an attack on military police in a Washington suburb, The con** 
viction liad been sustained on appeal and they were serving sentences. Six weeks after 
I started they walked out, free, and 1 interviewed no airisle witness. X worked entirely 
on the existing records, putting then together as they liau not been. You may recall tiiat 
we had some ire tty ffiir lawyers jui OBB. 

In 1965 a publishing executive who X had never net remembered my mime because ho had 
then been in WJB headquarters and know of tills work. He went for ay book, too. But in the 
strange way' those things work, "Isaac Bon Levine w*is consulted and killed it. When X ob- 
tained the Warren OoBtrissJ-on* s once tcpsecret executive sessions, it became clear that 
Levine liad boon partjfc pris because of more than his political proconceptlono. 

'.Che extensive files X liave collected in the past ten years on my assassinations 
inquiries reflect ray own approaches and X tliink their correctness and productivity. I 
believe that some day they will be an exceptionally'’ valuable univerrdty archive* They 
are, of course, available for examination, including in evaluation of me. In fact, I 
would welcome thia. 

as 1 do look forward to hearing from t^r. Sherrill, I also liopi tiiat your own affairs 
will bring you near 5ioro so we can nuet and talk mid so that you nay question me if you 
have the interest. I believe you may find that your pj?4uaiy int<?rest is jiart of wiiat 
led to the Watergate in the broadest sense, that it is cotmectod with tho- o vho figure in 
it, and tint for all the work that has been done and all that has brnn written about 
tlie Watergate, I have done wort: tiiat otlioro liave not mid have wliat today could be 
decisive, if anything can be. 

*n.d if events do not ovortauce us». 


nn . 


Sincerely, 


Harold hois berg 

At. 8, Frederick, ha. 21701 

12/6/73 


1 
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Hear Mr. Rothsoliald, 


Thinks for your letter of the 3rd. I look forward to hearing from Mr. Sherrill 
vmon ho lias completed his manuscript. Should you at any time before then want an 
independent judgment of what I liave been working on, in terms of your specific 
interests as weall as in to to, which I think you may in time come to see could also 
interest you as much if not more, a young friend of Bud's and mine is 'working on 
this aspect with me, lie is Jim Lesar, 1231 4 3t., Stf, Washington. D.C. 2CX)24 ; 202/ 
424-6023. Jim is a lawyer. 


•Chare is now nothing tliat can be done about it, but today is the day by which 
something should have been done. X am apprehensive tliat today may also be the beginning 
of a nev»’ era in our country. 


hooking backward, 1 regret very much tliat I was so preoccupied with what I have 
been working on tliat I did not have time to think tilings through before you phoned. 

Had X, .L would have realized tliat what happened to Justice Fortas interested me at the 
time it nnpjiened and it is included, in a form X no longer remember clearly, in a 
1968 book I could not get printed. This is to say a book I wrote in 1968 and then 
added to during the early days of the Dixon administration. Later I was able to get 
part of it published as Frame-Up. The original work is titled Cou» ri'htat , X look 
back on it not without some prd.de because the part that never got into print pretty 
accurately forecast what has come to pass. Passaged written years in advance of the 
testimony before the hrvxn committee read like tliat testimony. X saw what X termed, an 
iiracriform coup d'etat taking place and the assault on Justice Fortas as part of it, 

i'rom this I know I have a rudimentary file on those events. However, I am certain 
there is much more available and at some time I woulct want to go over a fairly full file, 
if it lias been collected. There is a good probability that there will be duplications of 
names and tliat these can lead to fairly substantial evidence. 


If Bud told you anything at all about me, he probably said X try to be honest and 
straightforward, even when I know it can be against my interest, This I told you that 
X would expect secret evidence to have boon memory-holed by now but that public materials 
coulu not 1x5. two of ior, Lherrill's books 1 have reflect his understanding of what can 
be done with the proper assembling of tlie non-secret, so I tliink ho will understand this. 
I now tliink tliat a thorough ransacking of the non-secret should tie tlie past to the 
Watergating present. Several clear connections are beginning to emerge in Jim's tracing 
of some of my newer evidence. Hot loud* evidence, proofs. 

One oi the problems with ray work lias been a lack of resources. In what I am now 

working on tliat I tliink will interest you I liave some checking to do in Mexico City. 

Jim may bo able to do enough in Washington, from whatflx? available there, and he is 
going to try to fine time for it beaming today, but it is also possible that there 

will liave to bo checking down there. Tliis is a mutter of extreme delicacy. So, I ask 

if you have a thoroughly dependabl person there who can be trusted to do what is easy, 
this simple checking, and ..hat is not easy, remain silent about it. 


There xs an odd facet in all -of tliis that nay interest you, perhaps as a novelist 
relishes a strange twist. Let me preface this by telling you that I knew both Fortunes 
slightly in the past, ‘-'hay nay not remember me. Carol was a young lawyer with the Labor 
Board who sometimes helped the Donate committee for wliich I worked back in tlie 30s. (And 
like my wife, slie then wore lisle stocking in finti-Japanese protest.) As a lawyer, the 
Justice represented me and others when we were the victims of tlie kind of tiling that 
befell him. After he returned to private practise 1 tried without success to interest 
him in my work, lie did not find time to discuss it with me so he never liau the chance 


Jim, v/iien you give tuis to Bud., please toll Inn about the YAP pattern you a Iso have observed. 
I have been collecting a file on tills so I was looking for it and X think I have more than 
you have indicated. They permeate, they and their older mentors and associates. 


to learn whether or not it could, really have interested him. 


Because 1 do tliink we sliare interests, I also tliink there is more y° u siloula know 
about iao. 

I ara not what is generally understood as an investigator and in TSb I was not a 
spook. Bud will tell you that X have never gone out to get anything for hm without 
coming back with as much as he expected or more, no dll remember tha^ none oi jm, 
no matter how furout it may iiave seemed, lias not stacked up. iii&ic now ne has such a 
case, where it was the word of some of the most disreputable against teat oi one of oho 
country’s best-known mid most successful lawyers. What X gave him was more thaii enough 
for him to file in court anu he did file it. Because I am financially immobile it took 
two years to get added corroboration, but the man who iiad it, when he came wo Washington 
two weeks ago, brought it with him. Jim has it, is going over those contemporaneous 
records, anu tells mo they ure confirmatory and in point, Jim vail remember more of thuse 
cases tlion Bud. Partly from my experiences, partly from the overview ano. general -hoories 
frou which X work, X often see what the law-trained mind does not. The experiences that 
have been most helpful are those investigating for the Senate, t&ose of an investigative 
reporter, and perhaps most of all, those as an analyst in intelligence, iho closest 1 
ever came to being a spook was to give information to British Intelligence before ear 
llabbor, when I did what X believe remains the definitive work on nazi cartels. V 1 Bid. 
predict Pearl Harbor and fill the Japanese then and later did. It was published less than 
three months before that attack.) The reputation X built iu intelligence caused all sorts 
of jobs others could not do to be bounced to me, from all the branches, even the White 
House when others had failed, in no case did x have to (jo to other than existing sources 
to get what was needed. The job tliat awaited me, based on my investigativu-ropojrtiJH? 
reputation, when ray security was cleared, comes to mind as an illustration, partly 
because of a pleasing reminder of it more than 20 years later when I was trying to get my 
first book published. Pour of our men who had volunteered for a behind- the nines drop 
had been convicted of an attack on military police in a ^nshin^ion subuib* '.he eon- 
viction had been sustained on appeal find they were serving sentences. &xx weeks a ter 
I started they walked out, free, anu i interviewed no single witness. I worked entirely 
on the existing records, putting them together ns they liad not been, lou may recall tia 
we had some pretty fair lawyers in OBJ. 

In a publishing executive who I had never met remembered my name because ho Had 

then been in OSS headquarters and know of this work, lie went for my book, too. But in the 

strango way these tilings vork,"lcaac Bon Levine was consulted anu killed u. ..nun -^ ob- 
tained the Warren Uoramiasion' s once t^-aecret executive sessions, it became clear that 
Levine liad boon parti. pris because of more than Ilia political proconceptions. 

The extensive files X have collected in the past ton years on my assassinations 

inquiries reflect my own approaches and I think their correctness and productivity. I 

believe that some day they will lx; an. exceptionally valuable university archive, ^hey 
are, of course, available for examination, including in evaluation oi me. n fact* •• 
would welcome -■ this. 

ns I do look forward to hearing from i)r. Sherrill, I also hope that your own afi airs 
will bring you near hero; so we con meet find talk and ao tliat you may question me X j ^ you. 
have the interest. X believe you may find that your primary interest is part of what > 
led to the Watergate in the broadest sense, that it is connected with tnoue wno jXgure xn 
it, and -ciiat for all the work tliat lias been done and all that 1^ been written about 
the Watergate, I have done work tliat others have not ana h&ve wliat today could be 
decisive, if f my tiling can be. 

^nd if events do not overtake us* 


CC; iiud fonoterv/old via viu boaar 


Sincerely, 


